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% EJ Contacts for the MWRA
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E: Danille.Calvo@mwra.com O: 617-788-4363
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E: Tomeka.Cribb@mwra.com O: 617-788-4033
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% Environmental Justice (EJ)

Environmental justice (EJ) is based on the principal that all people have a right to
be protected from environmental hazards, and to live in and enjoy a clean and
healthful environment regardless.of race, color, national origin, income, or
English language proficiency.

Environmental Justice is a priority of the Commonwealth. In September 2020,
the EEA Environmental Justice Task Force (under the EEA EJ Policy and EO552)
convened a Secretariat-wide task force on EJ.

To promote environmental justice, members of the environmental justice task
force developed EJ strategies tailored to their agencies' mission. A Secretariat EJ
Strategy would consolidate the strategies
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Promote environmental, energy, and climate justice across the

Commonwealth

MWRA develops first (EJ) strategy

MWRA incorporates the following EJ
principles

» Expanding public outreach
» Translating documents
» Mitigating impacts

MWRA hired EJ Community liaison

EEA - Secretariat-wide task force for B
language access forms In February 2024, Massachusetts unveiled its
first EJ Strategy. As part of this Secretariat
wide initiative.



% MWRA EJ Strategy Overview

As part of our commitment to our member communities, MWRA developed an EJ strategy that aligns
with our mission. Further, our EJ strategy includes the following principles that outline MWRA's
actions and visions for promoting EJ considerations across MWRA's programs, policies, and activities.

— Communication and Outreach

— Public Engagement and Participation

— Trainings

— Hiring

— Grant and Zero Interest Loan Opportunities
— Environmental and Public Health



Incorporating our principles

MWRA has taken a number of steps in order to implement this strategy. In support
of the identified pathways, EJ principals are incorporated into all programs and
projects, including but not limited to:

— Compliance with new education and outreach requirements associated
with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) regulations

— Compliance with Massachusetts' Department of Environmental
Protection's (MassDEP's) new Sewage Notification Regulations

— Looking at the associated costs and benefits for each project to our
communities (specifically EJ populations)

— Review of all new engineering design and construction projects for their
impacts and benefits to surrounding EJ populations

— Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and include a discussion
about impacted EJ populations in the CIP




% Language Access Plan

ﬂEveryone in Massachusetts, \
regardless of what language they
speak, deserves equitable access to
government services and resources,
but we recognize that language

often poses a major barrier,”

! Governor Healey. j

lPurpose

lLanguage Resources

Massachusetts Water Resources Authority
Language Access Plan
January 2024

lMonitoring and Review




% Environmental Justice Populations In Massachusetts

* EEA defines Environmental Justice Populations as
neighborhoods that meet one or more of the
following criteria (based on Census and American
Community Survey data):

— the annual median household income is not
Income more than 65% of the statewide annual
median household income;

— minorities comprise 40% or more of the

" . Limited lation:
i english Population;
Proficiency — 25% or more of households lack English

language proficiency; or

— minorities comprise 25% or more of the
population and the annual median
household income of the municipality in
which the neighborhood is located does not
exceed 150 percent of the statewide annual
median household income.
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MASSACHUSETTS WATER RESOURCES AUTHORITY - PUBLIC NOTICE The Massachusetts Water Resources

Authority (MWRA), pursuant to its authority under 5t. 1984, ¢.372, §§ 6 and 8, as amended, and in

accordance with M.G.L. c. 304, will hold a public hearing on proposed amendments to its Sewer Use

Regulations, 360 CMR 10.000. These proposed amendments:

a) incorporate changes required by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) to bring
MWRA's Sewer Use Regulations in conformance with EPA’s Pretreatment regulations;

b) increase annual charges paid by permit holders; and

c) clean up minor typos

All persons desiring to provide oral testimony are hereby notified to appear at 10:00 am on Friday, May

3, 2024 at the MWRA, 2 Griffin Way, Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150. An electronic copy of the proposed

amendments has been posted to MWRA's website:

https://www.mwra.com/trac/2024/proposed amendments.html. An electronic copy of the proposed

amendments may be requested by sending an e-mail to TRAC@mwra.com.

MWRA will accept oral and written comments at the hearing. In addition, MWRA will accept written

comments until 5:00 pm on Friday, May 10, 2024, by mail or hand delivery to:

Matthew Dam

Massachusetts Water Resources Authority

Toxic Reduction and Control

2 Griffin Way

Chelsea, MA 02150

[%b\" e-mail to: TRAC@mwra.com.
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Matthew Dam

Massachusetts Water Resources Authority

Toxic Reduction and Control

2 Griffin Way
Chelsea, MA 02150
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% Fun Fact

Massachusetts is one of the most
linguistically diverse states in the
country.

24.4% of Massachusetts residents
speak a language other than English.
This is higher than the national
average of 21.7%

The Census Bureau ACS 5-year Estimate 2021
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% Non- English Households



http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/

EJ Populations in MWRA Service Area

Approximately 60% of
residents in MWRA’s
service area live in
Environmental Justice
populations as defined
and identified by EEA.

MWRA Service Area & Environmental Justice (EJ) Populations
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% MWRA Environmental Justice Webpages

External MWRA.com Page: https://www.mwra.com/02org/html/EJ.html
Internal Pipeline Page: https://pipeline.mwra.net/htm/AandF/Envlustice/EJ.htm
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https://www.mwra.com/02org/html/EJ.html
https://pipeline.mwra.net/htm/AandF/EnvJustice/EJ.htm

% EJ milestones to date

e Public facing EJ web page

— Page includes a variety of resources, including links to other MWRA web pages, construction project
summary pages and the job posting page

* Internal EJ web page (Intranet)

— Page provides MWRA staff with EJ resources, trainings, mapping tools, and templates for construction
design contracts, among other things

* Factsheets and outreach materials

— Tailored for specific projects and working with translation services to translate these key documents into
languages spoken in the geographic area impacted by the project

* "Google Translate."

— Visitors to www.mwra.com are able to translate all of the web pages
16



% Massachusetts Water Resources Authority

Environmental Justice Considerations in
Lead Service Line Replacement Programs

Stephen Estes-Smargiassi
Director of Planning and Sustainability
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% Who funds the private side replacement matters

* Akeyimpedimentto LSL replacementis the cost of the private side

* Studies show significant disparity between wealthy and less advantaged households
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A full lead service line replacement is replacing the entire service line
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Environmental Justice areas within metro water service area

MWRA Water Communities

Environmental Justice Populations 2020 AaeTN
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% Lead Service Line (LSL) prevalence
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% Opportunities to do better
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