April 2017

Moving from Rhetoric to
Useful Information
Editorial by Executive Director Joe Favaloro
Following months of
escalating rhetoric on both
sides, it’s time to take a step
back and assess what we
need to do to move forward.
If there is ever going to be a
resolution to the off-trail
activity debate, there needs to
be a better understanding –
on all sides – of all the
impacts.
With this in mind, I strongly
believe that any review of the
Ware River Watershed public
access plan must be preceded
by a comprehensive study.
The research, conducted by
an independent third party, should investigate the issues in question: the
impacts of unauthorized trail construction and off-trail activities.
The study should explore how these factors affect the core mission of DCR’s
Division of Watershed Supply Protection and Office of Watershed Management,
as well as how watershed stakeholders may be impacted, from all trail users,

to MWRA customers, and even Ware River communities.
The study must look at the potential technical impacts, including water quality,
forest management, and endangered species habitat.
Beyond the technical components, the study should dive into community
impacts. What would be the enforcement and cost implications of changes to
the access plan?
The study should also establish the context for this debate by examining the
history of watershed development: how recreational uses were allowed, the
court decision permitting the filtration waiver, and the regulatory and
management impacts of this decision.
Finally, we see it as wise to “go beyond” our system and review how other
filtered or unfiltered systems manage recreational activities.
This is just a rough outline. Once the study is completed, then an
informed determination on the next steps could be made.

I would recommend to the MWRA that they share in the cost of this study with
the State. I would further recommend that a representative of recreational
activities have a seat on the working committee, along with DWSP, EOEEA,
MWRA, and the Advisory Board. Together, their responsibility would be to flesh
out the scope of the study and to evaluate the proposals, perhaps with varying
perspectives, but equipped with the same facts. In return, I expect the public

access rules to be respected and obeyed by all recreational users in the
meanwhile.
Again, I stress that my job is to represent the interests of MWRA communities,
and this means protecting our watersheds, ensuring our filtration waiver, and
providing high quality drinking water to 2.5 million residents of Greater
Boston.
I fully recognize that this issue is not limited to the most vocal debaters so far,
but rather, affects many. In that spirit, the study ensures the most responsible
path moving forward by providing all parties – myself included – with the
knowledge to make the most educated decision possible. The stakes are
enormous and allowing some fact-finding is the right next step.

Tracking Debt Service Assistance
Moving Forward through the Legislature
The Massachusetts House of
Representatives recently completed
their version of the FY18 State
budget. This version included $1.1
million in Debt Service
Assistance (DSA). If you recall,
Governor Baker’s version included
$500,000. The next step will be
through the State Senate. The Advisory Board is appreciative of Governor
Baker and the House for including DSA in their FY18 State budgets.

Have You Viewed
Our Most Recent Videos?

Financial and Regulatory Updates

Check out the Green Sheet covering the Third Quarter Update for FY17.

And watch a Just The FAQs explaining how Enterococcus could potentially
affect operations at Deer Island.

Events of Interest
A Variety of May Activities
Water For People 5K Dash

May 13, 2017, 10:00 AM
Deer Island, Winthrop, MA
The race begins on Deer Island
and benefits Water For People, a
nonprofit working to make
drinking water and sanitation
services sustainable and
accessible.
“Water, Water Everywhere But Not Enough to Drink”
May 14, 2017, 9:30 AM
Temple Sinai, 50 Sewall Avenue, Brookline, MA
Join Yuval Lester, Director of the Environmental Policy Division of the Israeli
Ministry of the Environment for a discussion on water shortages, environmental
regulations, drinking water access, and more.
8th Annual Water Resources Strategies Symposium
May 17, 2017, 8:30 AM
Marriott Courtyard Boston Marlborough, 75 Felton Street, Marlborough, MA
The theme of this year’s presentations is “Challenging the Status Quo”.
Speakers from both public and private sectors will discuss everything from
designing sustainable infrastructure, to nitrogen trading, to regulatory updates
for the region. Registration closes on May 10.

Upcoming Meetings
For the Month of May
TBD | May Board of Directors Meeting in Charlestown
May 12 | 8:30 AM, Executive Committee Meeting at AB Offices
May 18 | 11:30 AM, Advisory Board Meeting at Canton Public Library
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